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6 Understand Your Audience — 


Kids have a vast array of 
cognitive abilities and interests— 
largely informed by their ages 
and stages of development. 


The YouTube Kids audience is also culturally and 
geographically diverse. It's great to consider real kids 


and families you know as you create your show, but 
keep in mind the wide range of kids and families just 
waiting to be your loyal audience—if you create content 


that makes them feel welcome. 
——_—_——————— g Resources 
Think about not just how you can make content that is eligible for ABC's of Child Development (PBS) Developmental Charts 
YouTube Kids, but about how you can make the best content for the Child's Brain Development (Scholastic) 
diverse YouTube Kids audience. (First5California) Positive Parenting Tips (CDC) 
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How Kids Feel 


Social-Emotional Development 


How will kids feel about your show? It will depend 
greatly on the common social and emotional stages 
they experience as they grow. 

What are their hopes and fears? How do they get along with others? 


How do they build confidence? How do they express and work through 
their feelings? 


Whether it's modeling what to do if you and your friend really, really want 


the same toy or how to navigate peer pressure, understanding the social 


and emotional challenges your viewers face will help you make content 
that matters to them. 


g Resources 
Preschoolers (BabyCenter) Life and Learning (Scholastic) 
Early Learning and Social and Emotional Learning 
Dev. Standards (GELDS) (CASEL) 
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The FuZees 


The FuZees mapped each episode to social-emotional 
topics important to their preschool audience. 


StoryBots 


Grumpy as a Grizzly Bear is part of a StoryBots series 
that explores feelings. 


Amy Poehler's Smart Girls 


The Modern Manners series helps viewers navigate 
social interactions in the internet age. 


The NED Show 
Be an Upstander tackles the issue of bullying head on. 
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How Kids Think 


Cog nitive Develop ment SciShow/Why Do Bruises Change Colors? 
SciShow tackles tricky science questions using 
accessible language and relatable examples. 


Think about it. The last thing you want to do is make 
young viewers feel frustrated, confused, or even 
worse, dumb. 


Numberjacks/A Game of 2 Halves 


The Numberjacks solve math problems in the real 


Familiarizing yourself with the cognitive development of kids can help you world at a preschool pace. 


figure out which words to choose, how high to count, how many steps to 
include in directions, and how to tailor your content so young brains can 
understand and absorb it easily. 


sibling 
brother? 


Resources 

8 Mathematical Practice 
Next Generation Science Standards (Scholastic) 
Standards (NextGenScience) 

Project2061 Benchmarks 
Performance Expectations (Project2061) 
(CRScience) 


Common Core State Standards 
(CoreStandards) 


A Kid Explains History/PIRATES 


Mr. Q delves into complex topics using language that 
kids like him can understand. 
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How Kids Move 


Physical Development 


How old are kids when they learn to hop? Do 
push-ups? Dribble a ball? 


Cosmic Kids Yoga 


This series combines kid-friendly yoga poses with 
storytelling to get families moving creatively. 


Getting kids moving is great, but expecting a preschooler to snap to the 

beat with her left hand will only lead to frustration. Understand what kids 
can do as they develop physically, so they can jump in. And remember to 
offer movement variations so family members with disabilities can get in 


on the action. 


The StarFactory, Saskia's Dansschool 


Saskia's tutorial videos break down each move, so 
families can join in for the performance videos. 


g Resources 
Fine Motor Development (POTSOT) ——_— 


Physical Education Standards (CDE) 


‘Super Simple Songs 

‘Super Simple Songs invites young kids to wag like 
a puppy, bend like a camel and more in their Animal 
Action Verb Song. 
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How Kids Live 


Environment and Experience 


Expanding Environments 


The world starts small. Familiar environments may 


begin with the home, the backyard and the playground. 


As kids grow, their worlds expand to places like school, sport fields and 
friends’ homes. Understand which types of places your audience is 
familiar with as points of reference. Here is a handy diagram based on 
the fancier one by developmental psychologist Urie Bronfenbrenner: 
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lopment: Experiments by Nature and Desi 


inspired by Bronfenbrenners The Ecology of Humar 
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| TheBazillions/No Homework 


| This video speaks to a common experience of the 
| grade schoo! set 


New Experiences 


As kids grow, they will be exposed to more 
experiences—pretty basic, right? 


It's fine to introduce new (and fantastical) experiences in your show. 
That's part of the magic. Just remember that your 4-year-old kid may not Sesame Street's urban setting is an important part 


have a frame of reference for losing a tooth or getting ‘grades’ or...acne. of the show's mission to attract inner-city kids and 
4 families to enriching content. 
And big city kids may not know what a cornstalk looks like, just as rural 


kids may not immediately recognize the yellow car zooming across the 
screen as a taxicab. Keep in mind where viewers are coming from, so you 
can give them the set-up they need to be part of your experience. 


Sesame Street 
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Understand Your Audience > How Kids Live 


Where in the World? 


Is your show a hit in India? Do Korean families dig 
your humor? How about viewers in Ghana? 


One of the most amazing and exciting aspects of creating a show on 
YouTube Kids is how far it travels. Try using YouTube Analytics to figure 
out how to reach audiences around the world—whether by adding a 
character from another country or subtitles in another language, setting 
an episode in another neck o' the woods or simply including a friendly 
greeting in another language. Speaking to audiences around the world 
can inspire adjustments large or small to make more young viewers feel 
more welcome. 


Resources 
Measure Your Success (Creator Academy) 


Bronfenbrenner's Theory of Development 
(Study.com) 
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TuTiTu TV 


TuTiTu created more than 12 language-specific 
channels to engage kids and families all over 
the world. 


BASHO & FRIENDS 

Basho aims to ‘connect the world one beat at a time’ 
with language learning music videos in Spanish, 
French, English and Mandarin. 
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How Kids Laugh SRE 


Eun ny Bone Develo pment Bounce Patrol delivers family-friendly jokes with 


visuals, text and pacing to support young comedians 


Don't let your jokes fall flat—or worse—offend your 


A í aaa | 
audience. Or even worse, offend the parents watching 

with their kids. Or the parents of the parents. Or the 

uncle of the parents’ parents. 


Research the laugh-o-meter for your age range to welcome your viewers 
in on the joke. A preschooler might dissolve into giggles over funny 
sounds and spills, but deliver a stone-cold stare after a knock-knock joke. 
A 7-year-old might blow milk out her nose at that very same joke. And a 
12-year-old has a sophisticated funny bone primed for puns, farce and 
pop-culture spoofs. Find the funny for your audience. And, if all else fails, 
try a perfectly delivered—‘MO00000'—interrupting cow joke. 


g Resources | 


Laughing Matters (AttitudeMag) 


Bored Shorts TV/Kid Snippets/Fast Food 


Kid Snippets gets inside kid humor, literally. These 
skits are developed and voiced by kids and performed 
by grown-ups with side-splitting results. 


: coe Oggy and the Cockroaches/Sheepcat 
What's Funny to a Child? (KidsHealth) Sometimes funny can reach the largest audience with 


the least number of words. 
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